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serve as a source of growth and oppor-
tunity for Jordanians in the coming 
years. 

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agree-
ment achieves the highest possible 
commitments from Jordan on behalf of 
U.S. business on key trade issues, pro-
viding significant and extensive liber-
alization across a wide spectrum of 
trade issues. For example, it will elimi-
nate all tariffs on industrial goods and 
agricultural products within 10 years. 
The FTA covers all agriculture without 
exception. The Agreement will also 
eliminate commercial barriers to bilat-
eral trade in services originating in the 
United States and Jordan. Specific lib-
eralization has been achieved in many 
key services sectors, including energy 
distribution, convention, printing and 
publishing, courier, audiovisual, edu-
cation, environmental, financial, 
health, tourism, and transport serv-
ices. 

In the area of intellectual property 
rights, the U.S.-Jordan Free Trade 
Agreement builds on the strong com-
mitments Jordan made in acceding to 
the WTO. The provisions of the FTA in-
corporate the most up-to-date inter-
national standards for copyright pro-
tection, as well as protection for con-
fidential test data for pharmaceuticals 
and agricultural chemicals and 
stepped-up commitments on enforce-
ment. Among other things, Jordan has 
undertaken to ratify and implement 
the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization’s (WIPO) Copyright Treaty 
and WIPO Performances and 
Phonograms Treaty within 2 years. 

The FTA also includes, for the first 
time ever in the text of a trade agree-
ment, a set of substantive provisions 
on electronic commerce. Both coun-
tries agreed to seek to avoid imposing 
customs duties on electronic trans-
missions, imposing unnecessary bar-
riers to market access for digitized 
products, and impeding the ability to 
deliver services through electronic 
means. These provisions also tie in 
with commitments in the services area 
that, taken together, aim at encour-
aging investment in new technologies 
and stimulating the innovative uses of 
networks to deliver products and serv-
ices. 

The FTA joins free trade and open 
markets with civic responsibilities. In 
this Agreement, the United States and 
Jordan affirm the importance of not re-
laxing labor or environmental laws in 
order to increase trade. It is important 
to note that the FTA does not require 
either country to adopt any new laws 
in these areas, but rather includes 
commitments that each country en-
force its own labor and environmental 
laws. 

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agree-
ment will help advance the long-term 
U.S. objective of fostering greater Mid-
dle East regional economic integration 
in support of the establishment of a 

just, comprehensive, and lasting peace, 
while providing greater market access 
for U.S. goods, services, and invest-
ment. I urge the prompt and favorable 
consideration of this legislation. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 6, 2001. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request 
of Mr. GEPHARDT) for January 3 on ac-
count of official business. 

Mrs. BONO (at the request of Mr. 
Armey) for today on account of med-
ical reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas) to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the provisions of House Concur-
rent Resolution 1 of the 107th Congress, 
the House stands adjourned until Sat-
urday, January 20, 2001, at 10 a.m. 

Thereupon (at 3 o’clock and 27 min-
utes p.m.), pursuant to House Concur-
rent Resolution 1, the House adjourned 
until Saturday, January 20, 2001, at 10 
a.m. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

19. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Tart Cherries Grown in 
the States of Michigan, et al.; Authorization 
of Japan as an Eligible Export Outlet for Di-
version and Exemption Purposes [Docket No. 
FV00–930–4 FIR] received January 3, 2001, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

20. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Cranberries Grown in the 
States of Massachusetts, et al.; Temporary 
Suspension of Provisions in the Rules and 
Regulations [Docket No. FV00–929–6 FIR] re-
ceived January 3, 2001, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 

801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

21. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Raisins Produced from 
Grapes Grown in California; Decreased As-
sessment Rate [Docket No. FV00–989–5 FIR] 
received January 3, 2001, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

22. A letter from the Congressional Review 
Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Certification of Beef from Argentina [Docket 
No. 00–079–1] received January 3, 2001, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

23. A letter from the Deputy Associate Ad-
ministrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final 
rule—Clopyralid; Extension of Tolerance for 
Emergency Exemptions [OPP–301086; FRL– 
6759–1] (RIN: 2070–AB78) received December 
29, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

24. A letter from the Deputy Associate Ad-
ministrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final 
rule—Extension of Tolerances for Emergency 
Exemptions [OPP–301098; FRL–6762–7] (RIN: 
2070–AB78) received December 29, 2000, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

25. A letter from the Deputy Associate Ad-
ministrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final 
rule—Spinosad; Pesticide Tolerances for 
Emergency Exemptions [OPP–301097; FRL– 
6760–2] (RIN: 2070–6760–2) received December 
29, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

26. A letter from the Deputy Associate Ad-
ministrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final 
rule—Myclobutanil; Pesticide Tolerances for 
Emergency Exemptions [OPP–301085; FRL– 
6757–9] (RIN: 2070–AB78) received December 
29, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

27. A letter from the Secretary of Defense, 
transmitting the semiannual report of the 
Inspector General and classified annex for 
the period ending September 30, 2000, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 
5(b); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

28. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Rule to 
Deconcentrate Poverty and Promote Inte-
gration in Public Housing [Docket No. FR– 
4420–F–10] (RIN: 2577–AB89) received Decem-
ber 22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

29. A letter from the President and Chair-
man, Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, transmitting the annual report to 
Congress on the operations of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States for Fiscal 
Year 2000, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 635g(a); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

30. A letter from the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s final rule—Final Flood 
Elevation Determinations—received January 
3, 2001, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

31. A letter from the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s final rule—Final Flood 
Elevation Determinations—received January 
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